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e
very year, it seems, the col-
lective fleet of new sail-
boats introduced into the 
marine marketplace takes 
on a distinct personality 
all of its own. Sometimes 
the roster tips heavily to-

ward dual-purpose racer/cruisers whose 
selling point is versatility. Other years are 
distinguished by a long list of all-oceans 
voyagers meant to chase far horizons. For 
2013, however, with one notable excep-
tion—it’s significant, and we’ll get to it in 
a moment—the “major trend” was actu-
ally the lack of any particular one.

When the Boat of the Year judging 
panel convened in Annapolis, Maryland, 
last October to begin deliberations dur-
ing the annual U.S. Sailboat Show, the 
members encountered a field of two-
dozen nominees that, in terms of size, 
price, and intent, was arguably as diverse 
as any that preceded it in the competi-
tion’s 20-year history.  

At one end of the spectrum was a trio 
of truly nify “pocket rockets” under 31 
feet (the Catalina 315, the Harbor 30, and 
the S&S 30) that won’t break the bank 
while providing couples or small fami-
lies as pure a sailing experience as they 
could ever hope for. At the other was a 
systems-rich, state-of-the-art offshore 
powerhouse with a seven-figure price tag 
and the range and ability to explore every 
corner of the planet (the Oyster 625). 

Between these extremes stood a host 
of intriguing designs, a few aimed spe-
cifically at the liveaboard or vacation life-
style with names that literally reflected 
that sensibility (Beneteau’s Sense 46 and 
55) or outlook (Bavaria’s Vision 46) or 
came from companies that know a lot 
about the joys of an island escape (Moor-
ing’s 5800, perhaps the ultimate platform 
for chartered getaways).

Te one sector of new boats that swam 
against the tide of diversity was the mul-
tihulls, specifically catamarans, which 
appear to be gaining popularity with 
each passing year. In fact, when perusing 
the list of this season’s BOTY nominees, 
nearly a third of which boasted twin 
hulls, readers of a certain age might recall 
folk-rocker Al Stewart’s mid-1970s hit, 
“Year of the Cat”: One could make the 
case that the title summarized this year 
to a T. Tere were so many multis that 
they warranted two separate classes, for 
boats under or over 45 feet, respectively. 
But also true to form, even the multihull 
classification itself was conflicted, as one 

of the cooler boats in their midst wasn’t 
a catamaran but a rare production trima-
ran (the Neel 45).

Once the fleet was separated into 
seven distinct categories based on size, 
type, and/or purpose—with builders 
from Denmark, France, Germany, Great 
Britain, South Africa, and the United 
States all duly represented—the judges 
got down to the serious task of selecting 
winners. When the smoke cleared, they 

decided not only to award prizes to each 
of the class winners but also to present 
special awards to a pair of outstanding 
boats that weren’t easily classified. And, 
of course, they crowned the top Import 
and Domestic Boats of the Year.

Included in this wrapup of the 2013 
BOTY contest is a breakdown of the 
specs (next page) and performance fig-
ures (page 41) for this year’s contestants, 
profiles of our judges (below); summa-

Here Come tHe Judges
As in past years, the judging process for the 2013 Boat of the Year contest 
was a three-step affair. First, CW editor Mark Pillsbury and BOTY director Herb 
McCormick inspected all entrants during the Newport International Boat Show in 
Rhode Island last September and during the U.S. Sailboat Show in Annapolis, Mary-
land, the following month. From that initial list of more than two-dozen potential 
contestants, they selected 24 nominees.

Next, the three-man judging panel conducted dockside 
inspections during the show in Annapolis, followed by four 
days of sea trials on Chesapeake Bay immediately following 
the end of the show. Afer each day of sailing, they met for 
several hours to deliberate on the merits of each boat. Finally, 
they selected this year’s roster of winners.

Tree veterans of past competitions made up the 2013 judging panel. CW editor 
at large Tim Murphy grew up living aboard a 41-foot ketch before earning his 
100-ton U.S. Coast Guard license and embarking on a career centered around boats: 
writing about them, delivering them, and teaching people how to use them.

Murphy was joined by Ed Sherman, his co-author of the new book Fundamen-
tals of Marine Service Technology. Sherman is a technical author, lifelong sailor, and 
the director of the American Boat & Yacht Council’s education program, where 
he’s helped develop the marine industry’s highly regarded certifications for marine 
surveyors, service technicians, and boatbuilders.

Te third member of the panel was Alvah Simon, the author of the critically 
acclaimed North to the Night and a longtime contributing editor to CW. Simon’s 40 
years of voyaging includes a 13-year circumnavigation covering 65,000 nautical miles. 

h.m.

Judges tim Murphy, 
ed Sherman, and 
Alvah Simon sport 
PFDs from BotY 
supporter West 
Marine. 
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BotY dAtA At A gLAnce
boat Loa beam dIspLacement1 d/L prIce2 websIte
buILder LwL saIL area3 draft sa/d4  phone
      
Bavaria Vision 46 45’ 10” 13’ 9”   27,116  lb. 161 $370,000  www.bavariayachts.com
Bavaria Yachts usA 42’ 2” 1,033  sq. ft. 5’ 7” 18.3  (410) 990-0269
       
Bavaria Cruiser 50 51’ 1” 15’ 3” 31,085 lb. 149 $450,000  www.bavariayachts.com
Bavaria Yachts usA 45’ 4” 1,410 sq. ft. 6’ 1” 22.8  (410) 990-0269
      
Beneteau Sense 46 46’ 4” 14’ 6” 26,007 lb. 152 $500,000  www.beneteauusa.com
Beneteau usA 42’ 5” 1,072 sq. ft. 5’ 9”/6’ 9” 19.5  (843) 629-5300
      
Beneteau oceanis 48 47’ 11 ‘ 15’ 7” 29,313 lb. 138 $440,000  www.beneteauusa.com
Beneteau usA 46’ 11” 1,206 sq. ft. 5’ 11”/7’ 1” 20.3  (843) 629-5300
      
Beneteau Sense 55 56’ 5” 16’ 4” 40,917 lb. 151 $750,000  www.beneteauusa.com
Beneteau usA 52’ 3” 1,641 sq. ft. 5’ 11”/7’ 9” 22.1  (843) 629-5300
      
C&C 101 33’ 0” 10’ 11” 8,338 lb. 136 $175,000  www.c-cyachts.com
c&c Yachts 29’ 10” 671 sq. ft. 6’ 6” 26.1  (440) 392-2628
      
Catalina 315 31’ 11” 11’ 7” 10,200 lb. 245 $145,000  www.catalinayachts.com
catalina Yachts 26’ 6” 589 sq. ft. 4’ 4”/6’ 3” 20.0  (727) 544-6681
      
Catana 47  46’ 0” 25’ 7” 24,030 lb. 105 $910,000  www.catana.com
catana catamarans 45’ 5” 1,496 sq. ft. 3’ 6”/8’ 2”  28.7  (+33) (0) 4-68-80-1313
      
Dufour 36 Performance 36’ 0” 11’ 10” 14,100 lb. 167 $230,000  www.dufour-yachts.com
dufour Yachts 33’ 6” 776 sq. ft. 7’ 2” 21.3  (352) 871-0362 
      
Hanse 415 40’ 8” 13’ 8” 19,620 lb. 167 $255,000  www.hanseyachts.com
Hanse Yachts 37’ 5” 936 sq. ft. 5’ 9”/7’ 0” 20.6  (978) 239-6568
      
Harbor 30  30’ 9” 9’ 11” 7,500 lb. 188 $200,000  www.wdschock.com
w.d. schock corp. 26’ 2” 535 sq. ft. 4’ 10”/6’ 3” 22.3  (951) 277-3377
      
Hélia 44 43’ 6” 24’ 2” 23,809 lb. 128 $600,000  www.fountaine-pajot.com
fountaine pajot sA nA 1,237 sq. ft. 3’ 9” 23.9  (+33) 546-33-7040
      
Jeanneau S.o. 41 DS 40’ 5” 13’ 1” 17,328 lb. 165 $290,000  www.jeanneau.com
Jeanneau America 36’ 1” 839 sq. ft. 5’ 1”/6’ 10” 20.0  (410) 280-9400
      
Jeanneau S.o. 509 50’ 5” 15’ 4” 30,644 lb. 144 $450,000  www.jeanneau.com
Jeanneau America 45’ 8” 1,227 sq. ft. 5’ 8”/7’ 5” 20.0  (410) 280-9400
      
leopard 48 48’ 5” 25’ 0” 31,956 lb. 152 $750,000  leopardcatamarans.com
Leopard catamarans 45’ 5” 1,500 sq. ft. 4’ 7” 23.8  (954) 462-3705
      
Maverick 400 39’ 5“ 24’ 3” 20,503 lb. 212 $570,000  www.maverickyachts.co.za
maverick Yachts 35’ 1” 989 sq. ft. 2’ 9” 21.1  (+27) 21-552-7752
      
Moody 41 41’ 6” 14’ 0” 21,604 lb. 211 $350,000  www.moodyboats.com
moody Boats 35’ 7” 996 sq. ft. 5’ 5”/6’ 6” 20.5  (401) 846-8404
    
Moorings 5800 57’ 7” 27’ 9” 53,040 lb. 149 $1,500,000  www.moorings.com
the moorings  54’ 2” 2,010 sq. ft. 5’ 7” 22.8  (727) 530-5424
      
Nautitech 441 44’ 2” 22’ 4” 20,286 lb. 105 $620,000  nautitech-catamarans.com
nautitech catamarans  44’ 2” 1,054 sq. ft. 3’ 11” 22.7  (+33) (0) 5-4699-8292 

Neel 45 44’ 0” 28’ 0” 14,330 lb. 74 $580,000  www.neel-trimarans.com
neel trimarans nA 1,139 sq. ft. 4’ 0” 30.9  (631) 246-6448
      
oyster 625 63’ 7” 17’ 10” 69,915 lb. 172 $3,300,000  www.oystermarine.com
oyster usA 56’ 7” 2,538 sq. ft.  7’ 1”/9’ 2” 23.9  (401) 846-7400
      
S&S 30 30’ 6” 8’ 3” 5,640 lb. 121 $160,000  www.bluenoseyachts.com
Bluenose Yacht sales 27’ 6” 469 sq. ft. 5’ 6” 23.7  (401) 855-4355
 
Sanya 57 57’ 0” 23’ 4”   46,297  lb. 112 $1,200,000  www.fountaine-pajot.com
fountaine pajot sA nA 1,517  sq. ft. 4’ 6” 18.8  (+33) 546-33-7040
       
Xp 38 37’ 9” 12’ 2”   14,131  lb. 161 $350,000  www.x-yachts.com
X-Yachts 33’ 9” 921  sq. ft. 6’ 9” 25.2  (860) 536-7776

(1) Displacement values are for light ship; D/L = (D/2,240)/(LWL/100)3.    (2) Prices are quoted by the builder for the boat in basic sailaway condition, delivered to the U.S. East Coast.  
Prices reflect currency values as of October 29, 2012.    (3) Sail area = 100% foretriangle   (4) SA/D = SA/(D/64).667   
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ries of our slate of worthy winners (see 
pages 43 to 51); and feedback from CW’s 
secret shoppers (see page 52). But first, 
here’s a breakdown of the divisions in 
which the contestants were judged.

Inshore cruisers
While designs in the 30-foot range for 

many years got short shrif from build-
ers focused on the greater profit margins 
available with larger cruising boats, in 
more recent times the marketplace has 
welcomed an influx of smaller, whole-
some designs, and such was the case 
again for 2013.

Longtime iconic California builder 
W.D. Schock introduced the new Harbor 
30, a coastal cruiser that evolved from 
the company’s trio of popular, spritely 
Harbor daysailers. With basic yet well-
appointed accommodations, the boat 
will certainly fulfill its mission as a solid 
weekender, but the 30-footer truly came 
to life once off the dock and under sail. 
Said judge Tim Murphy, “Over the course 
of the contest, there’s always a proportion 
of boats that you don’t really understand 
until you hoist their sails. Tat was the 
case for me with the Harbor 30. It had 

a nice big rig and was really a lot of fun 
while under way.”

Another very intriguing 30-footer in-
troduced this year was the S&S 30, an 
updated, revamped design originally 
launched in 1935 as a diminutive ocean 
racer called Babe from legendary naval 
architect Olin J. Stephens. Sweet, simple, 
and with truly traditional lines, the re-
incarnated classic is more of a daysailer 
than an overnighter, although there are 
simple amenities below. Again, however, 
once they’d taken the tiller and put the 
boat through its paces, the judges were 
smitten. “I like the long, lean look and the 
way it performed upwind,” said Alvah 
Simon. “It’s elegant,” added Ed Sherman, 
“and it points beautifully.”

When the votes were tallied, however, 
the panel agreed that the Catalina 315 
best fulfilled the mission of a genuine, 
fully equipped cruising boat and named 
it the Best Inshore Cruiser for 2013.

performance cruisers, 30 to 39 feet
One of the most competitive classes 

for 2013, perhaps appropriately, was the 
three-boat division dedicated to dual-
purpose racer/cruisers with a good turn 

of speed for racing and full interiors 
for near-shore exploration. Te judges 
agreed that each of the nominees was 
sufficiently well equipped and laid out to 
meet those sometimes-contrary goals. At 
the outset of the judging, Sherman said, 
“Tis is going to be one tough class.”

From the moment the judges stepped 
aboard the Dufour 36 Performance, 
it was clear that Sherman was correct. 
Of the three boats in the division, the 
French-built 36-footer boasted the most 
spacious and inviting interior. “Com-
pared with the others in this category, 
it offers far more to the cruising side of 
the equation and a reasonable turn of 
performance that will satisfy the average 
club racer who wants to go cruising on 
the weekends,” said Sherman.  

Te Xp 38, built in Denmark by X-
Yachts, a company that’s been producing 
high-quality high-performance sailboats 
for over three decades, also received an 
extremely favorable reception from the 
panel. “I think the X-Yacht is probably the 
most ready to take out on a racecourse 
straightaway. It’s very performance ori-
ented and very well executed,” said Mur-
phy. “It’s a finely built craf, and if you put 

With the saloon, galley, 
and navigation station 
all situated on one level 
and close at hand, the 
Maverick 400 (top, left) 
promotes easy living.

the elevated view from 
the helm station of the 
prominent upper deck 
of the Moorings 5800 
(top, right) is expansive 
and all-encompassing.

the judges were im-
pressed by the tremen-
dous attention to detail 
in the Xp 38 perfor-
mance cruiser (below, 
left), as evidenced  
by the meticulous 
instrument-panel  
installation.

the spacious open floor 
plan in the main cabin of 
the Jeanneau Sun odys-
sey 509 (below, right) is 
vast and comfort- 
able, yet functional  
and inviting.
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resale value into the equation, I think it 
will probably hold that value higher in 
the long run than the other boats in this 
group,” said Sherman.

At the end of the day, however, all of 
the judges felt that it was an American-
built boat that offered the best combina-
tion of quality construction, affordabil-
ity, smart sailing attributes, and suitable 
accommodations. And that’s why they 
named the C&C 101 not only the Best 
Performance Cruiser, 30 to 39 Feet, but 
also selected it as CW’s Domestic Boat 
of the Year for 2013.

midsize cruisers, 40 to 44 feet
Te first class of fully found cruising 

boats for 2013 brought together a troika 
of 41-footers that shared a similar overall 
length but took quite different approach-
es on how best to optimize features and 
layouts within that given frame size. 

Te Philippe Briand-designed Jean-
neau Sun Odyssey 41 DS is the latest 
“deck saloon” model from a builder that’s 
been a leader in the evolution of that 
popular style of cruising boat. With a 
hard chine and voluminous interior, it’s 
an extremely rangy and roomy 41-foot 

yacht. “In terms of systems, Jeanneau re-
ally has that part figured out,” said Sher-
man. “Tey know what gear works for 
them, they buy their products accord-
ingly, and they really do a good job with 
that aspect of the production process.”

When it came time to test the German-
built Hanse 415, a cold front had rolled 
past Chesapeake Bay, and the ensuing 
northerly breeze was stiff and gusty. And 
the 415 reveled in the sporty conditions. 
“We had full sail 
up and were a bit 
overpowered, but 
even then it was 
like driving a big 
dinghy. It was to-
tally responsive. 
Tere was no 
heaviness to the 
helm. It was just really easy to sail—a 
really nice sailing boat,” said Sherman. 
“I liked the ergonomics of the cockpit, 
which is very important to me,” added 
Simon. “Tere was a nice curve to the 
coamings, the winches were well placed, 
and the dodger was also good.”

Ironically, however, the Hanse was ulti-
mately a runner-up to a boat, and brand, 

now built in Germany in a separate facil-
ity but at the same yard: Te judges voted 
for the Moody 41 as the year’s Best Mid-
size Cruiser, 40 to 44 Feet.

full-size cruisers, 45 to 49 feet
In the first of two divisions of full-size 

monohulls over 45 feet, a pair of Bene-
teaus built in France found themselves 
not only competing for the top prize but 
also against each other. Te judges’ job 

was eased by the fact that, in 
both style and execution, the 
two boats were quite different 
and distinct.

Te smaller of the two was 
the Beneteau Sense 46, the 
latest in a new series of boats 
that was particularly alluring 
to judge Murphy. “I think the 

concept is revolutionary,” he said. “One 
of the things they’ve done with the Sense 
line is kept all the living space in the boat 
forward of the companionway and all of 
the machinery space af. You walk down 
a ‘gentle’ three steps from the compan-
ionway into the main saloon, so your 
‘public space’ is very open and centered. 
Ten you step forward into the private 

BoAt MotoriNg FASt MotoriNg  SAiliNg 
 rPM Speed Noise rPM Speed  Noise Wind Speed  Boat Speed
               (Knots) (Decibels)  (Knots) (Decibels) (Knots) (Knots) 
Bavaria Vision 46* 2,000 6.7 88 2,600 8.3 93 10 to 12 7.4 

Bavaria Cruiser 50* 2,100 7.9 86 2,500 8.5 87 10 (steady) 7.2

Beneteau Sense 46* 2,400 7.7 78 2,800 8.3 88 4 to 8 5.3

Beneteau oceanis 48* 2,400 8.0 87 2,800 8.8 94 5 to 10 5.7

Beneteau Sense 55* 2,400 6.2 78 2,800 8.3 88 8 to 10 7.0

C&C 101* 2,000 5.5 97 2,600 6.4 93 8 to 12 8.2

Catalina 315 2,000 5.0 91 2,500 5.5 86 8 to 10 5.4

Catana 47* 2,000 7.1 79 2,600 83 79 10 to 12 8.1

Dufour 36 Perf.* 2,000 6.0 97 2,600 6.9 94 8 to 12 7.6

Hanse 415* 2,000 6.2 88 2,600 7.5 92 12 to 18 8.0

Harbor 30* 2,200 4.7 81 2,600 5.6 85 5 to 10 6.0

Hélia 44* 2,000 7.5 78 2,800 8.7 84 8 to 10 7.6

Jeanneau S.o. 41 DS* 2,200 6.5 92 3,000 7.2 86 15 to 20 7.8

Jeanneau S.o. 509* 2,200 7.2 88 3,000 8.5 92 15 to 18 7.3

leopard 48* 2,200 7.5 78 2,800 9.1 83 8 to 10 7.1

Maverick 400* 2,000 6.2 81 2,600 7.0 90 14 to 16 7.9

Moody 41* 2,500 6.4 90 3,000 7.4 92 12 to 15 7.7

Moorings 5800* 2,500 9.0 76 2,950 nA** 86 8 to 12 7.6

Nautitech 441* 2,200 8.0 72 3,000 7.2 86 20 to 22            10.9

Neel 45* 2,000 7.2 78 2,600 8.4 87 12 to 15             11.6

oyster 625 2,500 9.4 81 2,700 9.6 83 12 to 15 9.4

S&S 30* 2,000 5.6 93 2,500 6.5 92 8 to 10 7.7

Sanya 57 2,400 8.4 81 2,800 9.2 84 7 to 8 5.2

Xp 38 * 2,500 5.6 92 2,800 6.2 96 10 to 12 7.4

*Engines were equipped with saildrive.  **Engine malfunction occurred.

cruncHing tHe numBers

web eXtra view 
galleries of all the 2013 
boty nominees.  
o cruisingworld.
com/1301boty
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quarters. It’s a very interesting, successful 
use of space.”

Te second Beneteau, the Oceanis 48, 
is also part of an expanding series of 
yachts that all share basic characteristics, 
including a central arch over the cockpit 
that anchors the mainsheet and serves as 
a focal point for the aesthetics and as the 
framework for a rugged dodger. “Tere 
was a lot to like with the details in this 
boat,” said Simon. “Te twin helms are 
beautifully done. Te decks are wide, and 
with seven hatches and five dorade vents, 

the ventilation is very good.”
But in this category, it was another boat 

from another builder—the first in yet an-
other series—that ultimately earned the 
judge’s approval: Te Bavaria Vision 46 is 
the Best Full-Size Cruiser, 45 to 49 Feet.

full-size cruisers over 50 feet
In the “big boat” monohull class, four 

boats competed for top honors, all of 
them from European yards. Te first of 
the quartet was the Bavaria Cruiser 50, a 
substantial vessel, featuring twin rudders, 
from Farr Yacht Design. Si-
mon felt the “flow” of the 
boat, particularly when 
coming on deck from down 
below, was exceptional. 
“Tey really just nailed that 
part of the design,” he said. 
“Te nonskid was amaz-
ing.” Simon also gave high marks to the 
anchoring system and the forward cabin, 
which he described as “just enormous.”

However, Simon was equally, if not 
more, impressed by the Jeanneau Sun 
Odyssey 509. He once again cited the 
deck flow, but was also enamored with 
the overall cockpit execution: “Jeanneau 
does companionway hatches beautifully, 
and they almost always have the best 

cockpit tables. Te twin Lewmar helms 
were nice and smooth, and beautiful as 
well, covered in leather. Tey really ap-
pealed to me. I also like that Lewmar ver-
tical windlass mounted on deck.”

It was the other two boats in this 
class, however, that truly captured the 
judges’ imaginations, so much so that 
they awarded each a prize. Although the 
Oyster 625 cost literally millions more, 
the panel members couldn’t ignore the 
overall brilliance of the boat, which they 
recognized by presenting it with a special 

award as the Best Bluewater Cruiser. Te 
top honors for Best Full-Size Cruiser 
Over 50 Feet went to the Beneteau Sense 
55, which the judges also put on a pedes-
tal as the 2013 Import Boat of the Year.

multihulls under 45 feet
Another four boats were in the run-

ning for the smaller contestants in the 
two multihull categories, including the 
South African-built Maverick 400, a 
long-range catamaran created for live-
aboard cruising with lines drawn by vet-

eran catamaran designer 
Phil Southwell. 

French builder Foun-
taine Pajot introduced 
two new boats for 2013, 
including the Hélia 44, 
which Murphy noted 
“is a boat that’s really in 

their wheelhouse, what they’ve been do-
ing well for many years. We’ve seen cat 
builders experiment quite a bit with helm 
stations in recent years. Some go with 
raised platforms, others with flybridges. 
Here they’ve gone with the raised station, 
to starboard, and they’ve separated the 
sailhandling and motoring controls. Te 
visibility is very good, particularly when 
you’re docking to the starboard side.”

It was another French boat, however, 
that the judges felt did the best job of 
combining fine sailing abilities with 
sound construction and a smart layout: 
Te Nautitech 441 rose to the top of the 
class as the Best Multihull Under 45 
Feet. As with the larger monohulls, the 
judges also believed another contestant 
deserved special recognition, and singled 
out the Neel 45 trimaran as the Most In-
novative launch for 2013.

full-size multihulls
In many ways, the four contestants 

in the final BOTY class, for unlimited 
cats, couldn’t have been more different. 
And when it came to flat-out, uncom-
promised sailing capability, the top per-
former was easily the Catana 47. “For 
pure sailors, this boat is a sailor’s boat,” 
said Simon. “It just sails so well. Te dag-
gerboards were sweet. Tey created a lot 
of lateral resistance and lif, and they 
went up and down so easily. You make 
compromises because of them—smaller 
cabins, less interior volume—but you get 
a much stronger, lower, nicer sailing boat. 
I enjoyed sailing this Catana so much.”

Conversely, the Moorings 5800 is also 
an uncompromised vessel, but on the 
other end of the ledger. With up to six 
cabins and a vast flybridge with lounge 
chairs, grill, fridge, and other hedonistic 
pleasures (oh, yes, the steering station is 
also up there), it’s certainly on the short 
list of ideal charter boats. “Tey’ve basi-
cally created a platform both horizontal-
ly and vertically to accommodate a large 
group of people out for a great time, with 
great views and great cabins,” said Sher-
man. “I almost think of it as more of a 
powerboat than a sailboat, but either way, 
it’s amazing.”

Somewhere in the middle of these two 
extremes lies the Sanya 57, from Foun-
taine Pajot. “It was an interesting boat to 
look at alongside the Moorings 5800. You 
could see the designers trying similar 
ideas, aiming at similar things, and com-
ing up with a very different solution,” 
said Murphy. “I had the exact same feel-
ing,” said Sherman. “But I consider this 
more of a real sailboat. Tat said, the en-
gine rooms are very nicely laid out, and 
the boat does a lot of things well.”

Still, when the deliberations were con-
cluded, the judging team felt there was a 
clear winner, choosing the Leopard 48 as 
the Best Full-Size Multihull of the year.

Herb mccormick is CW’s senior editor and the 

director of the Boat of the Year contest.

After nearly a week of 
dockside inspections, the 
judges put the nominees 
through their paces on 
Chesapeake Bay.
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leoparD	48
On the heels of last year’s sweet 
44-footer, which won its class and was 
named Import Boat of the Year, Leop-
ard Catamarans has followed up with 
another strong effort: Te Leopard 48 
has earned the prize as CW’s Best Full-
Size Multihull for 2013. 

Leading the praise for this latest 
South African partnership of naval 
architect Alex Simonis and the Cape 
Town-based builder Robertson and 
Caine was BOTY judge Ed Sher-
man:  “I loved this boat,” he said. “As 
far as the service access is concerned, 
I can’t recall being on a boat where 
they’d actually engineered the ease 
of access to all the systems as nicely 
as this one. Every single panel where 
there was electrics or machinery that 
will ultimately require service had 
these quick-release threaded knobs 
that you undo and you’re there. Be-
yond that, once you get into these 
service areas, all the equipment was 
first class, and the degree of work-
manship was very high. And every-

thing was labeled. Terrific.” 
“I also enjoyed sailing it,” he contin-

ued. “But it performs well under pow-
er, too. At max cruising speed, we were 
making over 9 knots. And it was one 
of the quietest boats we tested. To me, 
that’s indicative of the overall quality 
of construction, because they thought 
about the things that would reduce 
vibration and rattles and addressed 
them accordingly.” 

Alvah Simon also found much to 
like. “Te ergonomics worked very 
well,” he said. “Te forward cockpit 
door struck me as beautiful. It was so 
convenient and so simple. It just works. 
And with it, they’ve created a beautiful 
lounging platform forward. All of my 
notes, whether they address the stor-
age, the transom, the seats—they all 
say ‘good.’” Taken together, such praise 
adds up to a great boat.

2 0 1 3

BOAT 
OF

THEYEAR Best	full-size	multihull

“This is a strong, solid boat, nothing real showy, but a solid evolution 
from a very proven, accomplished builder.” 	 																											Tim	murphy

+  Quality construction from south african 
builder Robertson and Caine—with over 
1,000 cats to its credit, the company is one 
of the world’s best multihull manufacturers.

+  a fine combination of excellent sailing 
performance with a stellar accommodation 
plan and layout, particularly the inviting, 
comfortable forward cockpit. 

+  Plenty of attention to design details, 
including the rigid overhead bimini, generous 
scuppers, and the very effective raised helm 
station with at-hand sail and engine controls.

Winning DeTails
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